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In Search
of Party
Positions

Dy GERALD GRIFFIN e

Since the lalfer part of June a se-.
rics of well-drafied, workmanlike and,
on the whole, rather unexciling papers
has been flowing from the Republican
party’s headquarters in Washington fo
newspaper offices around the country.
This is the fruit of a meeting June.27.
cf tie Republican Coordinating Com
mitice, which was set'up as a vehicle
for the discussion and development of
national “Republican policy while a
‘Democratic President is in the White
House.

The membexshlp list of the Coordi-

naiing Committee is impressive. 1t is
headed by former President Eisen-
hower. Next below him are listed the
party’s living former presidential
nominees—Alf M. Landon, 1936; Thor-
as E. Dewey, 1944 and 1948; Rich-
ard M. Nixon, 1960, and Barry Gold.
water, 1964—a list which ‘serves as a
stark reminder .of Republican failures
ranging from the disasters of 1936 and
*1964 to the narrow loss in 1960.

Next come the Senate and House.
leaders, from Dirksen of Illinois to
Goodell of New: York. They are fol-
lowed by five state governors—Love
ol Colorado, Smylie of Idaho, Romney
of Michigan, Rockefeller of New York'
and Scranton of Pennsylvania, weight~
"ed toward the moderate-liberal side to
.ahout the same degree that the Sen-
ate-House leadership leans toward
conservativism. Six members of the
GOP national committee and a lone.
representative of the Republican Stale’
Legislators Association complete the
hst

] . . : i
The gaps in political positions be-
tween Goldwater and - Dewey, for ex-
ample, or between Dirksen and Rock-
cieller, are so wide that it is difficult -
-to imagine them agreeing on anything
more than the word Republican. The
‘membership brings to mind the old
saying that a camel is an animal
formed by a committee. This is a .
committee formed by an elephant.

The idea behind the formation of
the Coordinating Committee was
{sound. A political party out of office—
(hat is, out of the presidential office—

£ nceds a device to formulale and ex- !
v postulale party positions, going be- 1

yond the day-lo-day actions of “ils !
leatlers in Congress. This is especially
su now in the case of the Republican
party, which was torn apart by the
Goldwater campaign of 1964 and atili
is largely incoherenf_as to nalional
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‘\)ohcy. because ;of
moderate wings.

If the Coordinating Commif tee may
be judged by the papers it has issued
during the past couple of wecks, and
more particularly by the impact of
these papers-on public opinion and po-
litical debate, the resulis so far are
To Republican modor-
ales and progressives who had been.
especially intercsted in sctiing up the
Coordinating Commiltee, the public
impact musi. be disappointing, for lhe

aticntion. Party candidates
may. f{ind them useful as reference
vorks during lh,u campalgns

" The g,u’.ornl lom of the papers- is
that of the carly years of the Eisen- !
hower Administration; Iorwaxdxookmg
and acknowledging the expanding role

tion but also stressing the role of pris
vale enferprise and the virtue of con-
servalive financial management. The
party siatemcnls on education, trans-
portation, ihe “antipoverty program,

the United Nations are soundly con-

ccived, siressing a feet-on-the-ground |
ap noc-ch but recognizing that the vast |

suburban _ communities ine |

creasing ‘ederal attention.

. hombhmus of the extreme right~

wing will find little comf{ort in the pa- !

require

papers have received no more than |
.{routine

i

| from a Cincinnati district,

\

of the Federal, Government in the na‘\‘

aid to fhe e derly, water management, |
thousing and urban development and |

l
1

' ahd arowing problems of our ulban--

the cSnLinuinf' Ipex's Demecrats like President John.
strug gle befween its conservative and son C()Uld indorse much of their con-
}Lcnt “pulting

aside- some pointed criti-
icism of Johnson Administration” ace
tions in the case of the antipoverty.
program and the United Nations.

Most of the subjects eovered to date
ave not likely to be major issues in.
congressional contests although, as
oted, Republican candidates may.
well find the papers useful in rounding

Jout their own ppsitions. But the John-
‘}son Administration’s antipoverty pro-
lgram is a lively issue, and the Republi--

can’ paper criticized it with enthu-
siasm. (Rober{ Taft, Jr., who is trying
lo get hack into Congress this year
headed a-
task force which drew up this and oth-
er papecs.) Thus it declared ‘that the
i Republicans would. have a poverty
| program which would be “a genuine
war, a 1eallsuc cxusade. and not a
sham batlle. ’

The I‘.epubhc.an approach, it said,’

‘would be to “assist the poor and dis-’

sdvantaged in their climb up the eco-

inomic ‘and sccial ladder; not to' drag

them up forcibly by a green rope of °
dollar ln]ls " 1t found that. Project’
Head Slart was the most successful of.
the antipoverty efforts, and claimed
ibat iL was originally -proposed by Re-
i publicans., ‘
Candidates looking for campaign
{ammunition may skim thxoubh most

{of the papers, bui 'they 9111 do well to
Hlook carefully at the statement on

poverty




